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21 March 1982

Great Bradley Church Bells.

The writer reinspsctsd the thres bells here on 16 May 1981
and made up a list of items requiring attention, copy enclosed.
He revisited on 13 March 1982 on the conclusion of the buildars'
work and would comment on the items as rol}ows:-

1) No change

2) The hammer on the second bell has been moved, but instead of
striking 3/4 inch too low it now strikes 1 inch too high!
clearly calipers were not used to fix the point of maximum
thickness of the soundbow.

3) No change

4) The first floor chamber windows have been netted but not glazed,
rain still drives in and on to the core of the walls.

5) Satisfactory now
6) Satisfactory now

7) The securing ironwork has been painted with Galvafroid or
equivalent, but there have been no coats of exterior grade
paint.

8) Ko sign of treatment against woodworm.

9) Mr R.3.Rydexr was able to confirm that the heam ends were
examined and weres found to be satisfactory.

As the bells form an important trio ranging in date from
circa 1290 to 1576, the writer returnsed on 20 March and personally
undsrtook the following work:-

A) The treble's Ellacombe chiming hammsr was moved and the batten

resecured with two coach screws instead of nails. It now
strikes on the thickest part of the soundbow where the latter

is unworn.



2 Great Bradley

B) Ths above work was repeated for the second bell's Ellacombe
hammer.

C) The battens to take the weight of the hammer heads at rest on
the two smaller bells were repositioned and secured.

D) Rentokil woodworm fluid was brushed on all three elm deadstocks
which tske the weight of the bells, and on the battens
supporting the éhree Ellacombe hammers.

E) Two pronged ocleats were fitted for each bell rope on the chiming
manual to fasilitate easy adjustment of the ropes.

: KMA&QHGQMGM :

Ranald W.M.,Clouston
BISCQEng. F.S.A.



Great Bradley Church Bells.

Items Requiring Attention at 16 May 1981

1) The hammer on the trebles ( on the south side of the towar)
strikes the bell 2 inches too high. resecure the timber batten
which holds the hammer pivot so that ths head stiikes the bell on
the chord of maximum thickness, use calipers, and on an unworn
zZone .

2) The hammer on ths ssconf bell (in the middle of the tower)
strikes 3/4 inch too nsar the 1lip. As in 1) above resecure the
south end of the batten holding the hammer pivot so that the head
strikes on the chord of maximum thickness. |

3) The chiming manual lowest horizontal member must be fitted

either with ratchet tensioning devices for each rope as at Great
and Little Thurlow churchss, or a two pronged cleat for securing
the end of each rope. Whan correctly set the hand grip should
be pulled out about 6 ins before the bell is struck and no more.

4) The first floor chamber to have the window openings glazed
to excluds rain and birds.

5) The first floor to be cleaned down, combustible matter removed
from the proximlty of the incoming electric main cables, the wood-
work repaired and treated against further woodworm attack.

6) Birds to be excluded from ths bell chamber. Use either thick
plastic netting or expanded metal made from stainless steel.

7) The securing ironwork above the bells to be wire brushed,
painted with Galvafriod zinc based paint, followed by exterior
grade top coats.

8) Treat thes timber battens holding the Tllacomba hammers and
the hammer heads with Wykamol Plus or squivalent to prevent further
woodworm attack.

9) Assess the condition of the ends of the two main E~W beams
below the frams where they are buried into thes walls, I1f badly
decayed two N-S rolled atesl Jjoists by the sast and west walls
may be nseded immediately underneath them.

R.W.M.Clouston.
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INSPECTION CF BELLS

Date 7 May I960 [Church ) Dedication

Sounty Suifolk " GREAT BRADLE Y St mary

Diocese of. St.. Ednmndshmm Ip:mich S

g f

1Flan Square western O  Materi 1 FLint % stene

(D

Number Of Buttresses Six '~ ""ITevel at top of Bubtresses bel.. fream
Permanent Access 1o Bells a;;g_ﬂoof‘? Yes spiral ctaircese, . ...

Roof Material and State Lead ite fair,. .some repairs to cracks.. ... .
Battlements Safe? SY HARALE. ” B -

Lightning Conductor? ~No , Aoy Cracks? Yes. W well

TOWER

Louvres Fitted? Yes Opening Wire Netted?

Signs of Dampness? Yes, some _|Any Intermedlate (Sh.amber?§

Dimensions inside at Frame Level 13' 8" B N-S X 13’ O"B6 E-W

Opening to Nave Ceiling?  No |Is 1t Pireproofed? -_

Clock? None Maker -— Date  __
* Lupber? Ko Amr :Imia et '

Bells Rung From ground .. Any Boiler Fuel in %ower? MO

Strong Direction of Tower E - W._. __ |Internal Chimmey? No
Flag Pole? No, weather ¥ane.on top of staircase turret. . ... ... e e .
Tie Bars? No

Intermedlate . Chamber II' 3" N-5 by 1T B"TE-

BELLS

| Numher of Balls . __Three [Ring of .3 'Way Bung with hammers. . __ .|

Ellacopbe Hammers?  Yes .. 1 Clock Hammers? __ None
State of Ropes. quite geood, 1o chiming menusl. .
Peal Boards, None ...Three bells here _in 1553

.The bells were cuarter turned, fitted with new headstocke end .
.securing _ironwork and bhung stationary by Bowell of. Ipcwich.in. 1915.
He _fitted Ellacombe hammers_sand comnected them. to. s .pew chiming
n.xanual at the same time. The hammers strike the hells st po_Lthc

mum. thickness. .,.__Ihgr,e.. ds no. trapw dn_the first fio Cﬁ.ll_:l_
for the “bells E pPEss through, RXBI- o n.

"":l

[0

Material. Qsak @ e e PIAN Betba cl fanm o b ocdl
= e e 2 v

Traces of Beetle? . Yes Tvpe? Death watch T
N

 Type.
|Age.. mediseval.?

| Signa_of Decay? . Some e lH0®

| Type of Be None
Tavsl of Mgl 1167 B Kbove/svesr Vindoraiil,
How. Sapporhed‘l -s¢e _helow

-

FRAME

CEJ -at Ltheir ends, the W endsrest: on wall cill. The E ends nre not

. :CD Lo ‘.}_]
. o - “n
c d.with Metal? in odd pla,cas, _ 5
Wheels. . .. Mene .. ... | 1D R b
| Stays. worn._None e ] 4,
_Sliders.. , Neane

<)
[}

T
:,.Grosmd Pulleys. Goeod where fitted 1935 Bl A bo ol
L 4
g

Floor. Eragmentary
_Frame Beams. In fair. state, sdequate for bellc of. thlﬁ,ﬁh.&lghh notl
_swung. . The frame. -is set on 2 E=-W beams set into tower walls. |

.easy. Yo _inspect but azs two. of_the beams. zgre. IO square. they
ahould be stout enough _even with a litile decay in the E_-uall

Ta check these ends t.he floor boards here chould be 1lifted,

-Tegquires screwdng to the frame cide member. ﬁ.sia_&_qent.,,, e
_al Dampness is evident by the windows in the intermediste chember.

these openings should be glazed to exclude rain, This would

hno e BlBo-e&clude the birds. oo

JHI‘{;NTS

This_bears the name of Richard de Wymbie.he cact & bell

~for. Go.rixié,ﬂxnn,b.efar@ 291 ,appears. in g documant iy the City of
- Lenden Guildhell deated I303  arreare ar tre Citv Huctimnoe RBalle
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Ten A

= Ienor Bell, Thig bears the n

= for Goring.Oxon bear_Q 1 ame of Rlchard de ijblc he_ Cac-
o

O

12971 appears._ in ¢ d v. of

. ?"idi? Gu§1dha11 dated I303. arrears onathgchgstH;:tiggvCgillc ]
‘__E_-;_-Qm ggjﬂ ;nd 1315, and entered inte an_ agreement vith fhe
o) rinity Lnurghmond,on in i312 to cast s bell to

. 2820m_pnumis unly. five
of his bel '
~he the lar est the. athers arf ai (]‘;S p
L=

Xemein,this one _geems to
nrlm:r Slxan: Hnrh.qm npnt ]
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Sheet No. 2 o
‘Dismeter . 30. 11/16 ins | Approx Weight 5 cwt.? Qrs.- ry
| TREBLE BEIL INote C sherp=0.46 cemitones. 1080,770, 645,;§%ﬁ§ff Sec
Tone Quite Fair . . iCracked? . No .. Any. Cracks Visidle? No . -
Umworn Soundbow Thickness 2 3/16 . ins!Worn Soundbow. 2 3416 ins.
Clapper Correct. length? . None Kitted = _iClapper BAll. .. ~= .. .. . ins!
Original Crown Steple?Stump remains = 'Any Tuning Marks? . None..
Argent Retained? Yes . . . . . 1Numb§r of .Canonsg.._.Six
Bell Loose in Headstock? No o Type of Stra,ps .:pr screued 1935 :
Headstock Condition Good,.I1935 1 Turned’ 1/4
iState of Gudgeon Finsg & .TY:QG None, bell hung ~;tzattlmr:uau‘;,.f e
Founder Unknown | Date Ere-Refnrmatlnn nnt bei(‘n%_gO_‘g
R If?.?f??f??ﬂ No inseription. ~
A, rﬁﬁ'_'__ smme e l
Dn.a.meter 33 . ins. Approx.¥eight .0 cwt 3 Qrse. = 1n.
SECOND BELL  oele®5.56 7~ I0nB,T14,601,462,252 cycles/Sec»
Tone. Fair |Cracked? No. . ' iny Cracks Visible? = No. .
Unworn Soundbow Thickness 2. 3/8. . ins Vorn Soundbow .. . .2 3/8 a.ns
Clapper Correct Length? Nonme fitted Clapper Roll  -- . 1ns‘
Original Crown Staple? Cast—in  iAny Tun:Lng llarks? NQne o
Argent Retgined? Yes TNumber of Canons Six . ,
Bell Loose in Feadstock? Ha. Type nf Straps 2pr screwed, 1935 . |
Headstock Condition _Geood, 1935 . T TTumed 7174
State of Gudgeon Pins & Type None f;tted SR
Founder S,Tonni & William Land,Bury | Date 1576 e
R 1nscr1p‘blon % De % Bveide Zanvt W Eomenordk ZTEFAWZWKTONN:’)}( Me ¥ Fecim WL% 1576, |
E. O — — S
, iDiameter 35 3 16 ins Apprux Welght T _cwte? Q,rs.___ 1b:
| IENORBELL  Iyote 5 - ol1q” z 875,680,535,449,233. . cycles/Secq
Tone Quite good . . ICracked? No .. . .1Any Cracks Visible? .
_ [Upwern Soundbow Thickness . 2 5/I6 .. ins|Worn Soundbow .2 1/4 .. _ins!
«mefflclapper Correct Length? Nome fitted  IClapper Roll . . == _  .ins,
iCriginal Crown Staple?Stump remains I} Any Tuning Harks?. . None . ‘ |
‘Argent Retained? Yes . ... . . . ‘:Num‘oer of Canons Six, cable. moulded.
'Bell Loose. in Headstock? .No.. . . Pype of .Straps.. 2pr screwed , 1933
Hesdstock Condition Quite. good,. some worm attack, . ./ Turned. I/‘l :
State_ »f.Gudgeon .Pins. &.Type . None.fitted. . v *
Founder Richard de Wymbis, London . [Date 1290 = T3TS. o o
¢ aceiysion HBRICARD! DEVV ¥ BIS N F&GIT
. e B‘@A__ }‘W‘z“‘«ﬁ. mslm_ffnr& L R
[Diametw TR ins | Approx Weight ... . cvite.  Qrs.
. BELL  iNote. | . Cycles/s Seco'
- Tone. . .. |Cracked? | Any Crecks Visible? o
~ Unxfom Somdbow Th.lckness R ins | Wom Soundbow e ins;
Clapper Correct Length? . .. .. Clapper. Roll ... .ins|
Original Crown Staple? Any Tuning Marks? e
Argent Retained? e lNumber of Canons ... . '
Bell Loose in Headstock" L Type of Stra.ps
Headstock Condition. . .. . I l'l‘urned
State of Gudgeon Pins & Type T e e e e ]
Founder __ _l Date .
‘Inscription

I



