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Village Diary 
 

All events take place in the Village Hall unless otherwise noted 
 

FARM & WOODLAND TOUR 
From the Covered Yard just above the Church in Hall 
Road. See May Bugle for details 

Saturday 6 June 
4pm to 7pm (or a little later) 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING 

Lively, light exercise and fun!  
Contact Ella on 710340  

Mondays  2 – 4pm 
Starts again in September 
watch Bugle for info  

CARPET BOWLS Every Monday (except Bank Holidays) Mondays 7.30pm 

FLEXIBLE FRIENDS 
Gentle stretching exercises 
Contact Jacquie on 783354 

Tuesdays 10.30am – 12.30pm 
 

ART CLASS Contact Anne on 783175 for details 
Tuesdays 2 – 4pm 
 

AFTERNOON CLUB 
All welcome, all ages, all interests 
Come and meet friends and neighbours 

No meeting in June 

BOOK CLUB 
If there is a book you have particularly enjoyed reading and 
think others may also enjoy it then why not give either Anne 
Pigden (783175) or Anne Smith (783648) a ring. 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

12.05 – 12.20pm Evergreen 
12.25 – 12.40pm Thurlow Road 

Mondays 1, 15 & 29 June 

BLACK BIN Wednesdays 10 & 24 June  

BLUE/BROWN BINS Wednesdays 3 & 17 June, and 1July  
 
 

GREAT BRADLEY FETE – Sunday 12 July  

 

A walk 
through the 

bluebells 
 
see inside … 



 2

 

St Mary’s Church Great Bradley 
STOURHEAD BENEFICE  
CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Sunday 7 June 11 am Holy Communion Great Bradley 

Sunday 14 June 11 am Holy Communion Great Thurlow 

Sunday 21 June 10 am 

 

Benefice Service 
Communion & Baptism 

Little Wratting 

Sunday  28 June 9.30 am Holy Communion Little Bradley 

Sunday 5 July 11 am Holy Communion Great Bradley 

Sunday 12 July 2 pm Church Fete Great Bradley Hall 
 

For other services see the Benefice News. 
 

Church cleaning for June:  Flowers for June:  
Ken & Sue Ireland   Sally Hendry 
 
 

Great Bradley Church Fete 
 

on Sunday 12 July at 2pm in the garden of Great Bradley Hall 
 

Haverhill Majorettes * Pony rides * Teas * Barbecue * Ices * Bottle stall 
Art and Photography exhibition * And lots of other attractions 

 

Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show in the Church 
 

A Great Family Afternoon! 
 
 
Preparations are well in hand, but we need your donations: books, bottles, bric a brac, cakes,  
cans and packets, unwanted gifts, plants, toys and any other saleable items!  
Contributions can be left with:   
Sue Ireland, Rose Cottage, Evergreen Lane, 783595 
and Geoffrey Vollam, 20 Fox Green, 783132 
 

If you can help in any way, please contact Sue or Geoffrey on the numbers above. Thank you! 
 

Sue Ireland 
 

See details of the Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show and how to enter, on page 4 
 
Please SLOW DOWN throughout the whole village 
Further to the April issue of the Bugle, I would again like to comment on the speed of cars through 
the village. We were really pleased to read that Gt. Bradley may be one of the allocated villages to 
have use of the hand held speed cameras. We would hope that this scheme will recognise that the 
Thurlow Rd houses are, and always have been, part of the village. Many drivers seem to think that 
Gt. Bradley village starts near the Cowlinge turning just before Fox Green but the village does 
actually start at Thurlow Road. 
We hope residents of the village will adhere to the 30 mph limit from where it begins and drive 
carefully past our home and those of our neighbours in Thurlow Road. 
We should all have the chance for safer roads not just those who live nearer the centre of the 
village. 
Jacqui Baker.Thurlow Road 

 

7.30pm Saturday 13 June - SUMMER PROM - Saffron Walden Choral Society 
Vivaldi Gloria and lots of Prom favourites – come and wave your Union Jack! 

St Mary’s Church, Saffron Walden  tickets £15, £12 concessions from Sue or Helen 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
The Annual Village Meeting was attended by over 40 villagers on Wednesday 20 May in the 
Village Hall. After some welcome refreshments organised by Anne Smith (thanks Anne) we heard 
updates on village activities and organisations. 12 different speakers contributed in all (some 
several times) – thanks to all of you for doing this. We also heard updates from the Parish Council 
and from our Borough Councillor Robert Clifton-Brown and our County Councillor Jane Midwood, 
including the dramatic changes which are proposed for the organisation of local government in 
Suffolk, possibly into one enormous Unitary council headquartered in Ipswich and taking on all the 
roles currently held by Suffolk County Council, St. Edmundsbury and the 6 other District Councils 
in the county. 
There is not space here to give details of all the presentations – there will be more news next 
month, or you will be able to read the minutes of the meeting when they are published on the 
village web site. But here are a few of the highlights: 
Fantastic news – we have now successfully raised £22,000 for the children’s play area and football 
pitch on the recreation ground. This has come from a combination of local fund raising, a number 
of different grants, and a contribution from the Parish Council over several years. We have now 
decided to proceed with the children’s play area. The first step will be to install more intensive 
drainage in the area to ensure that it’s not rendered unusable in wet weather. There will have to be 
a delay of several months after the drainage for the ground to settle before the play equipment can 
be installed. We have also decided to mark out a football pitch on the recreation ground, but before 
any further steps can be taken (which may include the purchase of full size goals) we need to be 
sure that there are enough young people interested in playing, and adults to help organise 
and supervise football. If you might be interested in either playing or helping to organise, 
please contact David Beckett on 783953. The children’s play area too will require people to help 
– principally to take part in a weekly rota to inspect the area to make sure everything is safe, 
nothing has broken and to pick up any litter. If you might be interested in helping in this way 
please contact Rowan Sylvester-Bradley (783157), John Barnett (783903) or Vron Lewis 
(783564). 
The Community Speedwatch project, in which we are partnering with several other local villages, is 
going ahead. Volunteers will be going on training courses shortly, and we will see speed 
monitoring on our village roads starting in a month or two. 
PC Patricia Sinclair from our Safer Neighbourhood Team gave us an update on policing in our 
area, and in particular warned us about a spate of burglaries of garden equipment and machinery 
from sheds (including locked ones) in local villages. Make sure your equipment is secured, and 
keep your eyes out for any suspicious behaviour! 
A number of villagers expressed interest in taking part in the Hedgerow Survey of our parish.  As 
2010 is the final year to conduct these surveys this is our last chance to participate in this county-
wide initiative to establish the network of hedgerows across the county with their structure, species 
content and age. This will help with future planning for this important resource for wildlife 
conservation and the environment. If you might be prepared to join in this activity (which will 
involve some preparation and training which is being set up in June this year) please contact John 
Barnett. 
The meeting was asked whether villagers would be interested in a village bonfire and firework 
evening for November 5th. There was a large majority in favour of this, so we will investigate 
whether it’s possible to organise it. There are many issues to be overcome, including the site, 
having enough helpers available, finance etc. If you might be interested in helping with this, 
please contact Paul Dickens (783154). 
Lastly I’d like to thank everyone who came to the meeting, contributed to the discussion or gave 
ideas for future projects, or helped in any other way. Judging by the number of people attending 
and the amount of contribution from everyone, I think we can rate the meeting a success. 
Rowan Sylvester-Bradley (Chairman, Parish Council) 
 

Another Parish Councillor Needed! 
We need one more person to join the Parish Council. This is an opportunity to help guide the 
development of the village, set priorities and get things done. Being a councillor is not hard work. 
The skills required are a bit of energy and common sense, and a willingness to get involved. It 
involves attending about 7 meetings a year (currently on Wednesdays at 7.30pm). If you might 
consider serving in this way, or know someone who might, or if you just want to know more about 
this, please contact Rowan Sylvester-Bradley (783157), John Barnett (783903) or any councillor. 
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GREAT BRADLEY’S  
BEST HOME-GROWN VEG, FRUIT AND FLOWERS COMPETITION 

 

In the Church during the Fete on Sunday 12 July 
 

A light-hearted look at local produce 
 

All exhibitors should leave their entries on the marked tables in the church by 12 noon on 
the day of the Fete.  We ask that all exhibits be removed by 5.30 pm; any items remaining 
will be disposed of by the Committee! 
 

Entries should be placed on a plain plate or bowl with a note of your name and address 
attached to the underside. 
 

Fee for each entry – 20p. 
There will be a clearly marked pot in which to put your entry fees. 
 

Prize for the best entry in each class – 50p! 
 
 

Vegetables: 
 

Peas (3 pods) 
3 Potatoes 
Beans (3 pods) 
3 carrots 
3 of any other vegetable 
 

Salad section: 
 

3 Tomatoes 
1 Cucumber 
3 Spring onions 
1 Lettuce 

Flowers: 
 

My best garden flowers in a vase 
(please place your name and address 
 in an envelope under the vase) 
Finest 3 rose blooms 
3 stems, any single variety of garden 
flower 
 

Fruit: 
 

Soft fruit (3 fruits) 

Plants: 
 

My best flowering house plant 
My best foliage house plant 
 

Children’s classes (under 11 years) 
 

My best fruit 
My most unusual vegetable 

 
For more information please contact Lisa Hancock on 01440 783372 

 
A chance to display your prize produce  

Check the garden and plan your entry NOW! 
 
 
 

FETE CAKE STALL  
 

We have run the Fete cake stall for several years now and always have lots of customers! 
However that also means we need a lot of cake to sell. 
Can you help us present a laden table for the punters with all their favourites for sale? 
Please will you make us something, perhaps - 

 

fruit cake chocolate sponge flapjack apple cake Victoria sandwich coffee sponge date cake 
     cheese scones cup cakes lemon drizzle gingerbread fairy cakes jam tarts angel cake  

… or your own speciality? 
 

           Your homemade baking can be delivered to Anne at 21 Fox Green before the Fete 
on Saturday or on Sunday morning 

Many thanks – Anne Pigden and Sue Sylvester-Bradley 
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BLUEBELL TOUR (see cover photo) 
On a sunny Saturday morning in early May, a group of us ventured up to Hart Wood to look at the 
bluebells.  Local legend has it that Hart Wood was once famous for its bluebells and this was an 
inaugural tour to test out the theory.  We were not to be disappointed.  Guided by the extensive 
knowledge of Rod Pass, we wound our way on a circuitous route through the depths of the wood.  
The walking was not easy with lots of brash and branches underfoot which were disguised by a 
thick covering of Dog’s Mercury! 
 

There had been some concerns that the bluebells would be past their best and that the tour was 
perhaps a week too late but such fears were soon dispelled: the bluebells were wonderful, 
encouraged this year by the extra light which had been created by the recent forestry work.  Most 
stunning of all was the carpet of bluebells amongst the oak and ash trees in the far part of Hart 
Wood, known as Reads End. 
 

Some wild flowers were collected along the way and taken 
back for identification.  For those interested, they were: 
 

• Oxlip (yellow flowers similar to cowslip but apparently 
a cross with a primrose) 

• Lesser Celandine from buttercup family (bright yellow 
flowers in star shape) 

• Bugle, from the mint family (purple flowers and green 
leaves in a tower) 

• Ground Ivy (small purple flowers) 

• Germander Speedwell (dark blue small flowers with 
white centre) 

 

 

We also saw some orchids, probably Early-Purple Orchids 
which are reasonably common in the UK.  Rod is a mine of 
information and so it was fascinating listening to him 
describing the nature of the ongoing forestry work and 
pointing out interesting features in the wood, such as the 
shape of the true English oak (twisting as opposed to the 
straighter imported versions!) and the presence of Midland 
Thorn, an ancient English species. 
Alice Ryder – photos Les Bunyan 

 
Burrough Green School News 
 

Burrough Green High 5 Netball team have become overall winners of the annual South Cambs High 5 
Netball League after a hard fought final against Haslingfield School, which they won 3-2. The finals that 
were played out by 16 teams at Comberton village College were the culmination of a season-long 
competition which we initially played in divisional rounds within our local area. Our school will go on to 
represent South Cambs School Partnership at the county finals on 30 June. This is a huge achievement 
for such a small school. 
The PTA held a quiz night and auction and raised a total of £1,194. This was a very popular evening 
raising much-needed funds. The PTA holds various events throughout the year including parties for the 
children, the sports day fete and provides tea and cakes after events like May Day. Based on the 
success of last year’s excellent evening, a Hog Roast, with a local band is planned for 11 July. More 
details shortly.  
During the summer volunteers man the swimming pool so the children can have fun sessions in the 
pool after school and during the holidays. A big thank you to all those who play a part in supporting the 
PTA, which in turn supports our School and children.  
The sun shone for dancing around the Maypole and a large crowd gathered. We also hope to see the 
sun on 12 June when we hold our annual Sports Day and Fete. 
Our year 6 children have just finished their Statutory Assessment Tests and can now look forward to 
some fun learning ahead. This will include a summer play and keeping fit, healthy and safe will also be 
on the agenda, including cycling proficiency tests and swimming. 
Alison Brewin 
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Press release from NHS Suffolk - Suffolk Community Healthcare 
May 2009 

 

West Suffolk patients get a rapid response 
 

Patients from across west Suffolk are receiving specialist nursing care in their own homes following the 
launch of an innovative new service designed to reduce unnecessary hospital admissions. 
 

Suffolk Community Healthcare’s nurse-led rapid response service has been set up to administer 
treatment which patients would normally need to go into hospital to receive. In the six weeks it has been 
operating, the dedicated team of eight nurses has already helped 60 patients, carrying out regular 
home visits and preventing unnecessary trips to hospital. 
 

The team, which is based at West Suffolk Hospital, covers Sudbury, Brandon, Newmarket, Bury St 
Edmunds, Haverhill, Lakenheath and the surrounding areas. Its nurses help care for people with a wide 
variety of conditions and offer procedures such as the management of deep vein thrombosis and 
infections with intravenous antibiotics. The team are also able to solve catheter problems and give 
specialist intravenous infusions. 
 

The service, which has been in place since March, operates between 8am and 11pm. Its introduction 
comes following a national drive to deliver more care closer to home and within the community. 
 

“This new service is already providing extremely beneficial to patients across west Suffolk, who are now 
able to receive treatment in their own homes rather than going back to hospital,” said Karen Large, 
operational service lead with Suffolk Community Healthcare. 
 

“This is especially useful in a rural area, where patients may not find it easy to travel. Instead, the 
nurse-led team will go to them, making sure they are getting the specialist care they need, as and when 
they need it, in the most appropriate place to aid their recovery.” 
 

Patients who are medically fit for discharge from hospital but still need additional treatments are also 
benefiting from the new service. They are now able to return home under the care of the rapid response 
team when previously they would have needed to remain on a ward until their treatment had been 
completed. 
 

Gwen Nuttall, chief operating officer at West Suffolk Hospital, said: “The rapid response service is 
designed to provide patients with high quality care delivered outside of an acute hospital setting and 
within the community. 
 

“This is really good news for patients, who can access the care they need in their own home without 
needing to come into hospital. 
 

“The service has already proved popular with patients, and we look forward to continuing to work with 
our colleagues at Suffolk Community Healthcare over the coming weeks so that even more people can 
benefit.” 
 

Health and social care professionals, such as GPs, hospital doctors, nurses and paramedics, can refer 
patients to the service.  
 

The scheme is initially running for a six-month trial period, after which demand will be reviewed.  For 
more information, please ring 01284 760025.  
 
 
 

DEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECT 
Numbers limited.   Bookings taken one calendar month before each event. 
For further details, please contact us on: 01473 264263   www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org  
 

ADULT £3.00 – CHILDREN FREE 

GESTINGTHORPE TREASURES 
Saturday 27 June 2.30pm – 5.30pm 
 
A second opportunity to enjoy a guided walk with Ashley Cooper of Hill Farm, Gestingthorpe with a 
focus on the Roman heritage of the site and the fascinating private Museum.  We then continue 
our walk in the surrounding woods before returning to the Barn. 
Approx. 4 miles – Moderate (country walking may include some rougher ground/stiles.) 
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My Extreme Charity Challenge –  
The Road to the Amazon Jungle Marathon  - Update from Paul Dickens 
April saw me complete three more ultra running events – Coventry Way 40 miles, Calderdale Hike 37 
miles and Highland Fling 53 miles. May will see me complete the Fellsman at 61 miles, Marlborough 
Downs at 33 miles and go weekend adventure racing in Belgium for 36 hours non-stop.  
I have now completed 314miles of events in 8 weeks – just another 705 miles planned! My legs, ankles 
and feet swell up regularly now and 7out of 10 toe nails have turned black in protest – not a pretty sight. 
Nurofen has become a constant companion as has aching muscles so training between events seems 
to be a mental fight each time.  
Still, I have visited some fantastic places, the Yorkshire Dales are stunning rolling green hills and dales 
(Ingleton and Threshfield are good places to visit). The West Highland Way which runs along Loch 
Lomond is a fabulous low level long distance path interspersed with village stops every 8 miles or so 
and a stunning view of Loch Lomond from Conic Hill. I went back to Bronte country following a different 
route to the south of Hebden and again found stunning moorlands and ridge walks. No matter how long 
or hard these events are, the lasting memory to date has been the scenery in some of the more remote 
parts of Britain – I can’t wait for next month. 
 
About the charity I’m supporting: Muscular Dystrophy  
Muscle disease is the gradual and relentless wasting and weakening of muscles. It can affect babies, 
children and adults. There is no cure. The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign is the leading UK charity 
dedicated to improving the lives of all people affected by muscle disease. They provide free care and 
support; fund world-class research to find treatments and cures; campaign to bring about change and 
award grants towards the cost of equipment such as wheelchairs. 
 

Here’s another extract from my blog  
http://charity-grandslammer.blogspot.com 
 
Wow! A scenic run along the West Highland 
way, including the full length of Loch Lomond, 
with Iconic views, forest paths, moorlands, 
great weather – and I have never felt so 
trashed in my life!  
I walked (alright, hobbled) away from this 
event with a truly amazing vision in my head. 
As you go over the top of Conic Hill and Loch 
Lomond opens out in front of you – it’s just 
outstanding - all who get to this part of 
Scotland should take a look (not when its misty 
though), I don't think 'scenery running' gets 
much better. 
Tactically, this was not a good race for me, I 
started too fast (I found myself running with the 
runner-up from 2008 - how stupid is that!) after 
20 miles I could not seem to get into a rhythm, 

couldn’t seem to get my nutrition right, didn’t feel like eating what was in my drop bags, lacked energy 
even on slight inclines, and seemed to spend a lot of time walking. My head appeared to be in the 
wrong place and the last 30 miles just seemed to be a slog - but what an event - I loved it!! 
It’s a gentle start to this event, good runnable tracks for the first 12 miles or so, easy route finding (lots 
of gates though - don't run at the front or back of a pack or you'll feel like a doorman!), so you get a 
false sense of security. Someone told me there was only one hill (Conic Hill at mile 19) on route and at 
this stage I believed them!  
However, once you leave Balmaha, I can guarantee - 'undulating' it may be described as - 'hilly' is how 
it feels after 27 miles as the route meanders along the shores of Loch Lomond. There is a fantastic 
section between Inversnaid and Inverarnan (35 miles-ish) where the path becomes rocky, rooty and in 
some places precarious - a good 'fun section' that although hard, makes you smile as you navigate it 
with tired legs trying not to end up on your face!  
When you reach Bein Glas Farm it does feel like you're heading for home (mainly because you believe 
that what is in front of you can't be as hard as what’s behind you), however there are a couple of 
surprises on the final 'flat section', the climb up the old military road to Crainlarach tests the resolve a bit 
- you can see the path ahead of you rising miles in the distance up and up and up! The run through the 
forest is definitely hilly and at 47 miles, the steep descents really start to stress your quads, but once 

Hope you like the groovy charity get up? 
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through that the final 5 miles run in is straight forward as you are 'marshalled' into Tyndrum flagged by 
munroes (big hills over 2000ft) on either side, some still with snow on! 
I have never tasted 'Stovies' but was really glad to get the opportunity at the finish as I was definitely on 
my last legs, and what a great goodie bag! 
It had been a great day out. Mesmerising views, my furthest ever ultra, great weather, and even points 
towards the 'Trail du Mont Blanc'. The step up to 53 miles for me had been a mix of pain, determination 
and inspiration - not a bad combination. I applaud everyone who makes this distance, it definitely 
commands respect - but is achievable for all! 
 
 
FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE BUGLE:  
Please tell us your news – We’ll be delighted to hear from you!  
In order that your Bugle reaches you early in the month all copy must be received  
by the 15

th
 of the previous month.  Deadline for the July/August edition 2009 is 15 June please. 

 

The Editorial team 
Anne Pigden   01440 783175  jaspegp@sky.com  
Helen Smith   01440 783278  helen@foxgreen.plus.com 
Sue Sylvester-Bradley  01440 783157  sue@sylvester-bradley.org 
 

We thank our advertisers who help to fund this village newsletter – contact Anne, Helen or Sue (see above) 
if you would like to place an ad. 
 

Please note that the advertisements in this magazine are accepted in good faith but are not personal recommendations 
of the editorial team.  
 

 

CHICKEN CHAT  
 Egg number six and the curious stranger 
It is only too easy to criticise one’s daily routine.  What was once interesting and challenging can often 
start to feel mundane and feelings of being a passenger on the ‘roller coaster’ of life can be 
experienced. It was during one such ‘ride’ that I started to feel a bit… well, to be perfectly honest 
…queasy. 
I wanted to step right off this ride and back onto terra-firma.  A sandy beach on a remote, sun-kissed 
island would do … or failing that an occurrence out of the ordinary was required. 
 

That Thursday morning had started alright I suppose. I had taken my two daughters off to school and 
had then embarked on the ‘poo-picking’ of my daughters’ pony paddock and then that of my dogs in the 
garden (see what I mean by mundane!).  Once I had finished I enjoyed a fresh pot of coffee and two 
beautifully boiled eggs courtesy of the ‘girlies’.  
Things started to feel as if they were improving so I ventured out into the garden in search of the ‘girlies’ 
and the much-needed feeling of contentment that they can bring – and also to fulfil a promise to a 
villager of a half-dozen eggs in time for the weekend.  
 

As I approached the chicken coup I heard a very loud ‘girlie’ squawk sounding from inside. I removed 
the coup hatch and was met by a ruffled girlie and an enormous egg! 
The girlie tried to eye me suspiciously but as she appeared to be momentarily cross-eyed it was proving 
difficult. I used the chicken’s temporary weakness and retrieved the monster egg, weighing it in my 
hand as I did so. It was certainly a whopper, possibly the largest so far!  By now I had been joined by 
the rest of the girlies who all clucked and joined me in staring at the egg. 
 

It was at this point that I became aware that the girlies and I were not alone in the garden – we had 
been joined by a stranger.  
The girlies gathered around me, as if there was safety in numbers.    
An elderly gentleman was standing close to my house and appeared to be studying each window, brick 
and crack. The man then began to quietly weep.  
 

I know that I had wished for something out of the ordinary to happen but now that it had I wasn’t sure I 
was ready for it! 
 

I approached the man and he turned to face me, our eyes making firm visual contact.  The girlies and I 
eyed the man suspiciously.  I broke the silence first enquiring whether the gentleman was all right and 
whether there was anything that I could do.   
 

What followed was an hour of conversation which changed my thoughts and feelings in a very positive 
way for the remainder of that Thursday and indeed to a degree since.   
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It transpired that the man had been a child evacuee and had been evacuated to the village, and to my 
house, in the 1940s.  The man now lived in Spain with his family and son.  Happy that the man was not 
a ‘crook’ I told him to go and get his son from the car which was parked outside.    
The man explained that his name was Peter and that he had been evacuated with his mother during the 
war and as he was of a young age he left London with his mother.  His mother had been able to reside 
in the village also, but at another address. He went on to provide me with factual and interesting details 
about the inside of the property. I was able to show a couple of aerial photographs of the property for 
Peter and his son to view. 
 

Peter explained that he had fond memories of his time in the village and that it had provided a welcome 
shelter from the war shadow which hung over London. He had been made to feel welcome and had 
settled into the life of this house well.   
One of Peter’s roles within the family was to collect water from an external well. Peter showed me 
where the well had been set in our garden.  As we traced the route where the sceptic tank was laid he 
explained about one job which he wasn’t as keen on, when he had to unblock the water channels… 
things were made all the more difficult depending on which way the wind was blowing across the 
neighbouring field!  
An exciting and fruitful time of year was harvest when the kitchen was a hive of activity, often several 
inches deep in corn kernel husks. 
It was during one such harvest that excitement came from a different source. 
Peter had been playing near to a large old oak tree at the bottom of Bradley Hill next to the cow barn 
(the tree that unfortunately had to be taken down a couple of years ago due to disease).  A few land 
army girls were helping with some farming machinery when somehow a fire had started. Peter being 
the house ‘pump hand’ had assisted and hurried back to the house to fetch buckets of water. 
Fortunately this tale has a happy ending and the fire had been put out with no casualties. 
 

Rural life must have seemed strange at first to a young boy from the city.  Peter however soon made 
friends and as he grew older he looked forward to the ‘cinema bus’, a fortnightly bus which took people 
from the villages to the Haverhill cinema, which I believe is now the Arts theatre (there certainly wasn’t 
a multiplex!).  
 

Peter freely reminisced about many things, smiling when sharing details about the pristine front sitting 
room (that was never sat in) and the tray of fresh lemonade on a sideboard (that couldn’t be drunk).   
All were clearly happy days. One of the few difficulties came about when Peter decided to turn the front 
garden into a mock race-car track. This would have been fine were it not for the beautiful flower display 
which was tended by the lady of the house. …I fear a few choice words were shared that night. 
 

Now it was time for my visitors and newly found friends to leave. The girlies and I had enjoyed an 
amazing hour that had been full of twists and turns – but on this occasion I had certainly not wanted to 
get off the ‘roller-coaster of a ride’! 
 
Egg Tally: 3001  
 

Maria Stableford 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Healing House 
 

Choose from a range of gentle and relaxing treatments personally 
tailored to suit you. Please telephone for further information or to 
book your first consultation. 
 
Reflexology, Reiki and Ayurveda Massage for Adults 

Gentle Touch ™ Reflexology for Babies and Children 

Yoga & Relaxation Classes for Children from 3 yrs 

Yoga Therapy for Children with Learning Difficulties 

Christine Charters-Young 
MFHT MICHT CIBT 
2 St John’s Cottage 

Great Bradley CB8 9LG 

01223 654552 
www.thehealing-house.com 
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS 
and GRASS CUTTING SERVICE 

 
Mobile Mr Fixit is available locally to solve and repair  

mower faults at your home or, for more serious repairs,  
will collect and complete repairs off site 

 

Full Servicing / Reconditioning / Rebuild 
Heavy and light duty grass cutting 

 

very reasonable prices NO VAT 

ALL TYPES FROM SMALLEST TO LARGEST 
INCLUDING RIDE-ON MOWERS 

 

Contact Ross Skingley  
E mail rossskingley@aol.com  

Tel 01440 783304     Mob 07990 514132 
 

 

Land Army 

DESIGNS 
 

Garden Design and Build 
 

call Jane Hamblin 
T: 01359 231344 

 

www.landarmydesigns.co.uk 
 

for an instant garden try 

Bed in a Box 

www.bedinabox.net 
 

E: jane@landarmydesigns.co.uk 

 

KIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGE    
 

Our local family business has been  
established for over 36 years and offers you  

a professional and personal service 
 

• MOT Testing 

• Mechanical Repairs and Servicing 

• Tyres and Exhausts 

• Electronic Diagnosis Equipment 

• Specialist Body work 
 

Local collection and delivery service if required 
 

For an appointment please contact our  
Service Reception on 01638 730362 

 

Email: enquiries@kirtlinggarage.co.uk 
Web: www.kirtlinggarage.co.uk 

 

 

R. Pratley 
Plumbing and Heating Ltd 

 

Your local plumbing and heating engineer 
 

All types of work undertaken 
No call out charge 

 
Specialists in bathrooms,  

all central heating systems  
and solar panels 

 
Call 01440 783366 or 07909 691033  

for a free estimate. 
 

 

NIPPY CHIPPY VANNIPPY CHIPPY VANNIPPY CHIPPY VANNIPPY CHIPPY VAN    
    

Every Friday between 6pm and 7.30pm 
 

at the Evergreen Lane roundabout 
 

FISH & CHIPS FISH & CHIPS FISH & CHIPS FISH & CHIPS     
AND A WHOLE LOT MOREAND A WHOLE LOT MOREAND A WHOLE LOT MOREAND A WHOLE LOT MORE    

 

Also available for events 
 

Contact :  Tracy  07798610560 

    

 

THURLOW GARAGE 
 

MOTs ~ SERVICING ~ REPAIRS 

for CARS,  LGVs & MOTORCYCLES 

 
up-to-date Vehicle Diagnostic Equipment 

 

loan cars available on request 

collection and drop off service always available 
 

Call now for the most competitive price for tyres 

01440 783248 or email: thurlowgarage@aol.co.uk 


