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Village Diary 
all events take place in the Village Hall unless otherwise noted 

 
 
 

    
ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETINGANNUAL VILLAGE MEETINGANNUAL VILLAGE MEETINGANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING    

see attached notice 
Wednesday 18 April Wednesday 18 April Wednesday 18 April Wednesday 18 April ---- 7  7  7  7 for 7.30pmfor 7.30pmfor 7.30pmfor 7.30pm    

St Mary’s ChurchSt Mary’s ChurchSt Mary’s ChurchSt Mary’s Church    ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGANNUAL CHURCH MEETING    Friday  20  April  10amFriday  20  April  10amFriday  20  April  10amFriday  20  April  10am    

BLUEBELL WALKBLUEBELL WALKBLUEBELL WALKBLUEBELL WALK    see inside for detailssee inside for detailssee inside for detailssee inside for details    Saturday  21  AprilSaturday  21  AprilSaturday  21  AprilSaturday  21  April    

SCOTTISH COUNTRY 
DANCING 

Lively, light exercise and fun! 
Contact Ella Hollins on 710340  
 

Mondays 2 – 4pm 
 

CARPET BOWLS 
Contact Jill Rodwell 783371  
or Carol Durrant 783307 

Mondays 7.30pm 

 

FLEXIBLE FRIENDS 
Gentle stretching exercises    
Contact Jacquie on 783354 

Tuesdays 10.30am – 12 noon 

ART CLASS Contact Anne Pigden on 783175 for details    Tuesdays 2 – 4pm 

WEA - 2012 Restarts in September  

AFTERNOON CLUB 
All welcome, all ages, all interests  Come and meet friends 

and neighbours  -  Contact Gill Brown 01223 893012 
Thursday 12 April  2.30pm 
    

MOBILE LIBRARY    12.20 – 12.35pm Evergreen Lane    Mondays 2 & 16 April 

BLACK BIN  Sat Sat Sat Saturdayurdayurdayurday  14 & Friday 27 April      see local leaflet 

BLUE/BROWN BINS  Fridays 6 & 20 April     see local leaflet 

 

    

    

    

HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY     

EASTEREASTEREASTEREASTER    
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St Mary’s Church, Great Bradley St Mary’s Church, Great Bradley St Mary’s Church, Great Bradley St Mary’s Church, Great Bradley ---- Services Services Services Services    April 2012April 2012April 2012April 2012    
 

For further details see Benefice News 
 

Church cleaning:  
April: Ken & Sue Ireland    
May: Keith & Sue Willington 
Flowers: 
April: (Easter Day) Marion Smith   
May: Arline Vollam 
  
 
1 April  11 am   Holy Communion   Great Bradley 

6 April  Good Friday   Devotional    Kedington 

8 April Easter Day  11 am  Holy Communion   Great Thurlow 

           6 pm  Sung Evensong    Little Bradley 

15 April 10 am   Benefice Communion   Little Wratting 

22 April  9.30 am  Holy Communion   Little Thurlow 

29 April  10 am   Holy Communion   Little Bradley 

6 May  11 am   Holy Communion   Great Bradley 

 
Annual Church Meeting 
The Annual Church Meeting will take place on Friday 20 April at 10am in the church. This is the meeting at 
which we review the church’s year and elect the churchwardens for the coming year. All are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Save the date - Sunday 8 July - Great Bradley Church Fete! 
The annual Great Bradley Church Fete will take place on Sunday 8 July 2012. The first planning meeting will 
be on Thursday 12 April at 10 am at 20 Fox Green. Please come along if would like to be involved in any 
way, or contact Sue (783595), Keith (783607) or Geoffrey (783132). 
 
And don’t miss the 10th Annual Duck Race on the River Stour in Kedington on 7 May 2012.  
Ducks race at 1 pm. in aid of Kedington Church restoration fund. 
 

Great Bradley Village Hall LotteryGreat Bradley Village Hall LotteryGreat Bradley Village Hall LotteryGreat Bradley Village Hall Lottery – Winners for March and April 2012 

 
  March                         April 
First  Helen Smith  Fox Green  Charles Ryder  The Hall 
Second  Lynda Ramsden The Old Rectory David Kiddy  Balsham 
Third  Duncan Andrews Pond House  Peter Andrews  Pond House 
Fourth  Anne Bunyan  Clarendale  Scarlett Ryder  The Hall 
  

 

1st Burrough Green Brownies1st Burrough Green Brownies1st Burrough Green Brownies1st Burrough Green Brownies  
The Brownies meet weekly in Brinkley during the school term. For girls aged seven to ten. 
 
Brownies go starry-eyed as they turn to the skies in search of something spectacular!  
The girls are currently working for their Stargazer interest badge, and recently went on a trip to Cambridge 
University Observatory. They were shown a fantastic slideshow, all about planets and meteorites, and some 
brilliant experiments, before going to see the 174 year old telescope! The Brownies enjoyed themselves 
thoroughly and learnt a great deal about our solar system.  
 
 

The Brownies have enjoyed playing plenty of games and we have also started practising our campfire songs 
for the campfire at Brownie holiday and at the district campfire planned for the summer term. 
 

If anyone would like more information, or would like to register a girl who is not yet 7 please contact:  
Margaret Whalley 01638 716939   
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A very sad occurrence and a WARNING TO ALL DOG OWNERS 
 
My wife and I, on Saturday 24th March, were walking our beautiful Labrador, Duke, in the early afternoon on 
what was a lovely, almost summer’s day. As was our custom we walked down Water Lane, over the bridge 
at the Ford, and as there was nobody to be seen, let Duke off of his lead to run and enjoy himself. 
Unfortunately one of his bad points was not to return on re-call so when we reached the next river which 
flows under the pathway he decided, in spite of our call, to go for a swim. When entering the river to the right 
this was fine, but he then ran off and entered down the steep slope to the left as one looks. He skidded down 
the embankment and into the very fast flowing water, almost like a waterfall, he could not get out, and I 
guess he panicked and unfortunately drowned. 
 

This was all in spite of my wife and I entering the water, trying to reach him under the bridge, which, when I 
think back, I do not recommend as the water was really dangerous due to the fast flow. 
 

Would all please be aware of this very considerable danger and ensure that their dogs are firmly kept on 
their leads at any point close to this water. By strange coincidence, only the day before a lady with two dogs 
stopped us and asked where she could take them for a swim, so clearly there are people who allow their 
dogs to do this as a matter of course. 
 

Our Duke was only a little over two years old, but he was a part of our family and will be missed so very 
much. For those that used to see us out on our daily walk, he was the very pale, large, friendly and 
boisterous dog who took me all my strength to hold on to. 
 

I would like to pay a special tribute to Anne and Roy on Clarendale who so helped us in our moment of need 
- your kindness was much appreciated and will not be forgotten. 
 

Please everyone be aware of this danger and, I guess the danger at anywhere around water, and do not let 
this very sad episode happen to you. 
Rest in peace, Duke Old Boy 
 

Stephen and Zorica Gross  Ashwold House, Evergreen Lane 
 

Les & Anne’s Nature NotesLes & Anne’s Nature NotesLes & Anne’s Nature NotesLes & Anne’s Nature Notes    
Bradley Barn Owls 
Well it's that time of year again when we start to monitor our Barn Owls. This means, in very simple terms, 
watching for any owls in the area and noting any activity around the nest box. Last year our first sighting was 
on 21st March and that was the start of a great year with the pair producing four healthy chicks.  
So far this year things are looking very good indeed with our first sighting on 11th February! As far as we 
could tell, this wasn’t one of "our" birds and a few days later two were spotted together, as well as another 
Owl calling from near our box.  
This must mean there are at least three, and hopefully four, Owls in the area. Early in April should see the 
first egg laid, with further eggs at twoday intervals. Incubation starts from the time the first egg is laid and 
hatching occurs after 30 days. During this time the female rarely leaves the box and the male bird serves her 
food. Sometime in June the chicks will be ready for inspection and ringing, they will be fully fledged and 
ready to leave the nest 8 weeks after hatching. It is possible for the pair to produce a second brood as 
happened in Kedington last year. That pair had six, followed by a further three! 
 

It may interest you to know that the Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust's owl project has been going for seven 
years, and they now monitor over 1300 boxes 
throughout the county. Of these boxes 192 
produced chicks last year, so we are very lucky to 
have had such a success rate here in the village in 
only two years.  
There are now more Barn Owls in the county than 
at any time in the last 80 years. The photo is of 
one of our "new" Barn Owls taken at the end of 
February. 
We will of course keep you informed about how 
they are doing later in the year. In the meantime if 
you see any Owls in the area please let us know. 
 
You may like to note the following dates from last 
year to help you look out for summer visitors: 
1st Swallow in village - 8th April; 1st House Martin in village - 10th April; 1st Swift in village - 7th May. 
I wonder how close to these dates they will appear this year? 

Happy spotting Les & Anne 
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Mike Brophy has sent this extract from the village website (www.greatbradley.org.uk)  

 
A couple of pages have been added to the village website which describe the 
landscape around us. The steeper sides of the Stour Valley are known as Rolling 
Estate Farmlands and the higher ground is known as Undulating Estate Farmlands. A 
summary is given here but if you want to know more then have a look at the Landscape 
section of the website 

 
 

Key Characteristics  

• Undulating arable 
landscape  

• Organic field pattern 
rationalised by estate 
ownership  

• Ancient woodlands  
• Landscape parks and 

ornamental tree species  
• Substantial open areas 

created for airfields and by 
post WWII agricultural 
improvement  

• Dispersed settlement 
pattern of loosely clustered 
villages, hamlets and 
isolated farmsteads 

• Rich stock of mediaeval 
and Tudor timber-framed 
and brick buildings and 
moated sites  

• A landscape of well 
wooded farmland in many 
places often with a well kept 
appearance  

• Location: Sicklesmere, on the south side of Bury 
St Edmunds, through Ickworth and Lidgate to the 
Cambridgeshire border and then southwards to the 
outskirts of Haverhill and Clare.  

• Geology, landform and soils: The chalky boulder 
clay forms the foundation of this area, dissected by 
streams and rivers. The landscape undulates, 
sometimes strongly. The clay is relatively free draining 
because of the slopes and mineral content 

• Enclosure pattern: In the Middle Ages there were 
several large wooded deer parks. There is a strong 
estate character throughout. The fields are generally 
medium to large, although areas of planned layout 
indicate systematic enclosure. 

• Condition: The area has a well kept appearance 
with strong linkages of hedgerows and woodland 
maintained by the influence of shooting on estates. In 
the south, the pressure of farming on the management 
of land has modified this landscape, removing much of 
the field patterns 

• Settlement:The area contains substantial villages 
and smaller linear hamlets. Small- to medium-sized 
greens with houses are also evident. Dispersed 
farmsteads occur more so in the north than the south, 
where the settlement pattern is sparser. Some of these 
farmsteads were moated. 

 
Ed: There is a wealth of material on our village website – do have a look! 
Many thanks to Mike for his ongoing work on it. 
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 BLUEBELL WALK   Saturday 21st April, 2012 
 

For the last three years we have held a tour of Hart Wood to look at the bluebells which have 
reappeared in good numbers as a result of our long term regeneration work in the wood.   
 

This year’s Bluebell Walk will take place on Saturday 21st April.  
 

We believe that this will be the peak weekend for the Bluebells.  However, given the weather 
conditions this year, it is just possible we may have to move the date forward if the bluebells are 
flowering early (or, as happened two years ago, given the very late Spring, the opposite happened 
– the tour was delayed) in which case we would notify, by email or text, all those who reserve a 
place on the tour. 
 

We will meet at 10.00am in the Covered Yard just above the Church and return by about 12.30pm. 
  

If you are interested in coming on the Bluebell Walk, please email me on charles@gbfco.com or 
text/call my mobile - 07831 318019. 
Charles Ryder 
 

FARM and WOODLAND TOUR Saturday, 2 June 2012 
 

The annual Farm/Woodland Tour will start from the Covered Yard (just above the Church) at 
4.00pm on Saturday, 2nd June, 2012.  As usual, the tour will be undertaken on foot and will last for 
approximately 2–2½ hours, followed by a discussion either in the garden at The Hall or in the 
Covered Yard (depending on weather conditions – so far each year we have been lucky!).  The 
proceedings will draw to a close by about 7.30pm.  
 

The idea of the tour continues to be to provide an overall perspective on modern agriculture, 
including the types and uses of crops grown on the farm, woodland and hedgerow management, 
conservation and environment issues and, in particular, how we are handling them on the Estate 
here at Great Bradley.  Although the format will remain broadly the same, each year we take a new 
route and look at different features and themes. 
 

We would be grateful if those coming on the tour do not bring dogs or other pets, not least to avoid 
disturbing nesting birds. 
 

If you are interested in coming on the tour, I would be very grateful if you would kindly reserve a 
place by emailing me at charles@gbfco.com or by texting or calling me on my mobile 
 (07831 318 019). 
Charles Ryder 
 

 
 

DEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECTDEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECTDEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECTDEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECT    
DEDHAM VALE AONB STOUR VALLEY PROJECT 
There is no walk for April but there are 3 walks in May for walkers who are used to longer 
distances.  These are part of the Suffolk Walking Festival ‘Flatford to the Fens’ Walking Challenge. 
 
A WALK THROUGH CONSTABLE COUNTRY 
Sunday 20th May, 9.00am – 4 pm. Approx 11 miles  
 
EXPLORING THE STOUR VALLEY 
Monday 21st May, 9.00am – 4pm Approx 12 miles 
 
MEADOWS, MARKET TOWNS AND MEDIEVAL SPLENDOUR 
Tuesday 22nd May, 9.00am – 3 pm Approx 10 miles 
 
Ring Sudbury Tourist Information to book on 01787 881320 – each walk costs £10. 
 
Download more information on this series of walks at www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org    
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FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE BUGLE: FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE BUGLE: FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE BUGLE: FUTURE EDITIONS OF THE BUGLE:     
Please tell us your news or send a photograph – We’ll be delighted to hear from you!  
In order that your Bugle reaches you early in the month all copy must be received in good time. 
N.B. Deadline for the March edition is 15  April 2012. 
The Editorial team 
Anne Pigden                 01440 783175 jaspegp@sky.com  
Helen Smith                  01440 783278 helen@foxgreen.plus.com 
Sue Sylvester-Bradley  01440 783157 sue@sylvester-bradley.org 
We thank our advertisers who help to fund this village newsletter 
contact Anne (see above) if you would like to place an ad. 
Please note that the advertisements in this magazine are accepted in good faith but are not personal recommendations 
of the editorial team. 
 
 

Table Top Sale   Sunday 29th April   
11am-2pm 

 Burrough Green Village Green 
Jumble, Vintage, Unique, Handmade, BBQ, Refreshments, 

 Cakes, Plants, Kids Corner, and more 
Having a Spring Clean? Are you great at making stuff? 

Why not sell your goods?  
£6 per pitch, £8 with table provided.  

Email   burroughgreenplaygroup@gmail.com  
07713 159 863 

In aid of Burrough Green Playgroup 
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 THURLOW WOODLANDS 
 

Make sure that you have your logs  
for next winter 

 

Claim your £5 discount  
by ordering firewood now  

for delivery in July or August 

 

HARDWOOD from £130 per load 
 

Load = 2 cubic metres  (Transit Tipper Truck) 
Available in 8 or 12 inch logs 

 

SOFTWOOD from £100 per load 
(Ideal for Wood Burning Stoves) 

 

Cheque, Cash & all major credit cards accepted 
 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
 

TEL: 01440 783661 
 

 
 
 

 
    

Thurlow News 
 

Newspapers and Magazines 
delivered to your door 

 
we operate 7 days a week   

with early morning delivery 
 

Voucher Scheme welcome 
 

Langdale Lodge, The Street,  
Great Thurlow CB9 7LA 

 

01440 783923 
naomisharrod@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Dave�Bowyer�and�Son�
�

PAINTING�and��
DECORATING�

�

�����Over�35�years�in�the�trade�
�����Estimates�free�
�
�

�����Please�telephone��
�����01440�762325�
�����07710�629695�
�

�
�����www.davebowyerpainting.co.uk 

 

Happy Days ChildcareHappy Days ChildcareHappy Days ChildcareHappy Days Childcare    
 

1 Lancaster Way, Stradishall CB8 9YD 

(just off the A143) 
 

Well established friendly day care 

Open 7.30am—6.00pm 

Playgroup sessions and full day care 

Child care vouchers accepted - Ages from 3 months 

3 rooms for different age groups 

Large garden - Home cooked meals available 

Holiday club for school age children 
 

Caroline Priestley  01440 820027 

Please call to arrange a visit 

www.suffolkchildcare.co.uk 
Suffolk Fully Quality Assured 

Quality Childcare at affordable prices 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Advertise 

your Business  
 

in the Bradley Bugle 
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Dear VillagersDear VillagersDear VillagersDear Villagers    
 

The Bradley Bugle Team beaver away  
each month to bring you the  
local news and notices. 

We have a very small band of regular 
contributors without whom these pages 

would be blank! 
We would love to hear from YOU. 

 

Come on - spice up the Bugle with your 
news, views, recommendations and photos. 

 

Send us an email NOW!Send us an email NOW!Send us an email NOW!Send us an email NOW!    
 

 

1111stststst for Freedom for Freedom for Freedom for Freedom    
Driver TrainingDriver TrainingDriver TrainingDriver Training    

 

Want to learn how to drive? 

Returning to driving after a break? 
Why not try us 1111

stststst
? 

We have a friendly, flexible, calm and patient approach 

to your driver educational needs. 

Let us help you get behind the wheel to enjoy the 

Freedom driving gives. 

If you’ve got a thirst for Freedom  

then join 1st for Freedom1st for Freedom1st for Freedom1st for Freedom 

For driving skills for life contact Jeff Oakley 

T: 01440 783494                 mob: 07876 563785 

E: info@14freedom.co.uk           www.14freedom.co.uk 

 

 

KIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGEKIRTLING   GARAGE    
 

Our local family business has been  
established for over 36 years and offers you  

a professional and personal service 
 

• MOT Testing 

• Mechanical Repairs and Servicing 

• Tyres and Exhausts 

• Electronic Diagnosis Equipment 

• Specialist Body work 

• Air Conditioning Services 
 

Local collection and delivery service if required 
 

For an appointment please contact our  
Service Reception on 01638 730362 

 

Email: enquiries@kirtlinggarage.co.uk 
Web: www.kirtlinggarage.co.uk 

 

ROTHWELL’S CARPET CLEANINGROTHWELL’S CARPET CLEANINGROTHWELL’S CARPET CLEANINGROTHWELL’S CARPET CLEANING
 

The most thorough cleaning possible First we vacuum with our 

professional machine then we use high pressure hot water    

extraction to deep clean the carpets for the best possible finish. 

Full range of specialist stain removers carried. 

Service and Care We will move all the furniture with no hassle 

for you. Weekends and evenings worked to fit around your 

schedule. High capacity fans leave most carpets and upholstery 

ready to use. 

Established in 1993 we are a local family firm that has built up 

an excellent reputation. We’ve got that reputation because 

your satisfaction comes first. 

Complete care contracts This includes a half price initial clean, 

a free six monthly clean of high traffic areas plus free call out 

for spills throughout the year. 
 

Only pay if and when satisfied. 

For a quote please phone Oliver Campbell on 07545 962026 

1 Home Farm Cottages, High St., Babraham, Cambridge 
 

If you use us, you’ll recommend us 

 

BOOKKEEPING AND 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
 

• Management Accounts 

• Bookkeeping 

• VAT/PAYE 

• End of Year Accounts Preparation 

• Fast, friendly personal service 

 

Contact: Janet Mardell-Hobbs 
Tel: 01440 783325 

email: j.clifford916@btinternet.com 

 

 

THURLOW GARAGE 
 

MOTs ~ SERVICING ~ REPAIRS 

for CARS,  LGVs & MOTORCYCLES 

 
up-to-date Vehicle Diagnostic Equipment 

 

loan cars available on request 

collection and drop off service always available 
 

Call now for the most competitive price for tyres 

01440 783248 or email: thurlowgarage@aol.co.uk 


